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The culturality which is inherent in Korean traditional foods -In Relationship with the Globalization Strategy-
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Abstract

In this paper I investigated how Geukgisecong (The power of overcoming), mihakseong (nature of
beautity), aesthetics of Sakim (Fermentation), yakriseong (Medical qualtity), Yin-Yang Principle, a culturality
of communication which was inherent in traditional foods are represented. In order to get academic results,
I accepted the perspectives of Eliades's Initiation and cultural semiotics.

As such result I could get following results:

[ came to recognize that in the korean myth of Tangun, the mysterious power, in which a bear can
transform into an ungnyeo(the woman of bear), was originated from medium of Garlic. I found out that the
garlic, like food, is emerging as an important symbol, while bear can transform from animal into a human
form. Also, I could recognize that the symbol of bear, which can overcome cold winter and have a lot of
patience and self-control power, was accepted in this Korean Myth. The fact that after the bear has fed
down Garlic, the bear could be transformed into an ungnyeo (woman of bear). It means in Korea, it is an
important cultural symbol, which reveals identity of self-control of the nation formed unconsciously.

Just like according to the theory of Eliade, after experiencing human trials of initiation, human-being can
develop into a stage of death and rebirth, through the process of Sakgim (fermentation). A Korean
traditional food like Kimchi, can be produced into a best and ripest KimChi. This process can be
interpreted as the same transformation process from a bear to a human-being (woman of bear) appeared in
the over mentioned Korean Danggun myth. Also, we can understand this process as the same process in
solving Han (chagrin) in Pansori. In other words, it was confirmed that the fermented Korean traditional
foods like kimchi has an aesthetic of sakimui (fermentation). Because Koreans have a strong faith that food
as medical food, which has mysterious power to heal sick body. Korean people can enjoy eating fermented
Kimchi made from fresh vegetables, even in winter time. In short, It was confirmed that Korean people
have a practical life of wisdom to prevent lots of disease owing to the lack of body activity during
winter.

Keyword : Geukgiseong (The power of overcoming), mihakseong (nature of beautity), aesthetics of
Sakim (Fermentation), yakriseong (Medical qualtity), Yin-Yang Principle, a culturality of
Communication, traditional foods, Eliades's Initiation theory, cultural semiotics
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The important thing for our purpose is, the idea of death and resurrection, which is fundamental in
all forms of initiation. Here receives an addition of the idea that death is never final, and the dead can

resurrect.
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CH41.
The central moment of every initiation is represented by the ceremony symbolizing the death of the
novice and return to the fellowship of the living. But when he returns to life, a new man, assuming

another mode of being.
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(28 1] S =CAE)et SL2H
[Fig 1] Tai-Geug Do & Yin-Yang O Heng
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87|22 AF®) G +8 2|9 87|22 2@ @2z 7850 ALk & - &9 HA
= MZ OEsA L Bd5tks AECE M2 42 E2A0EM =212 0|R1 it 0= S5&

SX} 20|(D. Bodde)E 19| =& EZE3IEM0| JUNA KH{EQI AMA Dominent Ideas in the
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= t@EEe " Z(%), CHE stH2 A(FB)2E LiEfL= ZA0| HEZ EO|CfWas einmal das
Dunkel(Yin) und einmal das Lichte(Yang) hervertreten 1d8t, das ist der Sinn(Tao) “2f1 HO| L{Z{A
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