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A Study on Family Strength of Adult Males and Females
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Abstract

The present study set out to investigate the family strength according to socio-demographic characteristics and
family problems. The sample consisted of 548 adult males and females. Analysis revealed that adults' family
strength level was 3.86(above the moderate). The level of 'family problem solving' and 'family value share' were
relatively lower than 'family tie' and 'family communication' which were the sub variables of family strength. The
level of first marriage, bereavement and living with partner groups were higher than second marriage, divorce,
unmarried, separation groups. The living alone group, low income group, less than 5 years of marriage period or
over 30 years of marriage period groups were also showed low family strength. Among variables, economic
problems, marital conflict, conflict with mother-in-law, children's problems were associated with family strength.
This study suggested that it is necessary to provide the education and support which is suitable for the different
family types and family life cycle.
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[Table 1] Socio-demographic characteristics

(n=548)
variables categories n(%) variables categories n(%)
male 181(33.0) less than 1 million 12(2.2)
sex female 367(67.0) 1~2 million 66(12.0)
below-average 234(42.6) income 2~3 million 107(19.5)
aee above-average 314(57.4) (won/ 3~4 million 89(16.2)
first marriage 382(69.7) month) 4~5 million 114(20.8)
second marriage 6(1.1) 5~6 million 66(12.0)
) divorce 28(5.1) over 6 million 94(17.2)
ngltzge bereavement 6(1.1) number of living alone 22(4.0)
separation 7(1.3) family members living with family 526(96.0
living with partner 7(1.3) ber of none 127(3.1)
unmarried 112(20.4) “‘C’Eldirer? 1 88(16.1)
less than 5 years 54(9.9) over 2 313(57.0)
] 5~9 years 50(9.1) none 287(52.4)
“;l‘:j?e 10~19 years 166(30.3) illness, handicap 86(15.7)
20~29years 121(22.1) marital conflict 57(10.4)
over 30 years 28(5.1) family problem conflict with mother in law 41(7.5)
undergraduate 354(64.6) (duplicate conflict with children 106(19.3)
education graduate 179(32.7) response) family violence 10(1.8)
master's degree 15(2.7) conflict within children 25(4.6)
o same 299(54.6)
religion - etc. 26(4.7)
different 104(45.4)
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[Table 2] Summary statistics of family strength

(n=548)
variable sub variable M(SD) standardized
total 129.97(21.45) 3.86
family tie 39.64(6.37) 4.00
family strength communication 34.29(5.97) 3.86
problem solving 19.84(3.38) 335
value share 32.52(6.17) 3.65
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[Table 3] Family strength according to general characteristics

(n=548)
variable categories M(SD) F variable categories M(SD) F
first marriage 133.14(19.71) i " N 119.57(28.57)
second marriage 125.83(23.49) ‘Vg]i i;“y” 5.284
divorce 123.12(22.56) Y 130.61(21.20)
marriage
state bereavement 132.80(20.32) 5.325%*x . N 132.62(2127)
separation 110.14(25.44) economic 22.193%+
problem
living with partner  129.14(12.51) Y 122.87(20.37)
unmarried 123.17(23.84) N 132.62(21.27)
less than 1 million  117.00(31.49) marital conflict 53.63***
Y 122.87(20.37)
1~2 million 121.42(24.50)
eome 2~3 million 129.17(20.71) conflict with N 130.70(21.29) .
» o % | mother in law ’
(Wotn}f 3~4 million 131.05(21.79) 3.444 v 1206721.59)
month) 4~5 million 131.30(19.92)
5~6 million 135.92(19.21) conflict with N 13L.0921.57) o
children 5938
over 6 million 131.86(20.35) Y 125.32(20.41)
#p<.03, **p<.01, ***p<001
g E =< ~ O
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[Table 4] Family tie according to general characteristics

(n=548)
variable categories M(SD) F variable categories M(SD) F
first marriage 40.50(5.84) i ) N 36.71(8.39)
3 iving with 476
second marriage 38.17(6.49) family .
divorce 36.89(7.07) Y 39.82(6.30)
marriage : N
sate bereavement 40.40(5.86) 5.439%** eCO[]l)(i[nlC 40.46(6.21) 24 Qa4
separation 32.57(7.39) problem Y 37.42(6.27)
living with partner  38.86(3.67) illness, N 39.93(6.15) so10°
unmarried 38.19(7.08) handicap Y 38.11(7.26) ’
less than 1 million 3536(855) arial N 4033(595)
1~2 million 36.47(7.57) conflict . - 58.999%**
‘ 2~3 million 39.37(6.16) 77(680)
mcome
(won/ 3~4 million 40.10(634)  4.803F** | o vith N 39.84(6.33) 64135
h mother in law -
month) 45 million 40.10(5.80) v 37.20(6.33)
5~6 million 41.28(5.69) conflict with 39.98(6.38) 6385+
over 6 million 40.48(5.83) children Y 38.23(6.13) '

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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ote B0 M7t =2 HOIRACH*p<.05).

[0)

[# 5] FOiAte] 2Bt EH0| 2 JHERZ oJAI~S2 10|
[Table 5] Family communication according to general characteristics
(n=548)
variable categories M(SD) F variable categories M(SD) F
first marriage 35.20(5.47) "y A N 30.73(8.24)
- iving with 8 4637
second marriage 32.83(6.55) family -
divorce 32.39(6.59) Y 34316G86)
THATIEEe bereavement 35.17(5.15) 5.510%%* . N 34.98(6.01)
state economic 19.776***
i bl :
separation 29.86(5.87) problem v 30.44(5.46)
living with partner 34.00(4.00)
unmarried 32.28(6.68) N 3486(370)
less than 1 milli 30.58(8.41 marital conflict 45.634%**
ess than 1 million .58(8.41) v 2939(6.04)
1~2 million 31.86(7.01)
, 2~3 million 34.00(5.74) N 39.84(6.33)
ncome — conflict with 6.413%*
n(;zﬂ) 3-4 million 34.52(5.87) 3.795%* | mother in law v 3720(6.33)
4~5 million 34.45(5.67)
5~6 million 35.60(5.59) conflict with N 39.98(6.38)
. 6.385%
L children
over 6 million 35.42(5.39) Y 38.23(6.13)

#p<.05, *¥p<.01, ***p<.001
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[Table 6] Problem solving according to general characteristics

(n=548)
variable categories M(SD) F variable categories M(SD) F
first marriage 20.37(2.98) less than 1 million  17.92(4.74)
second marriage 18.67(4.80) 1~2 million 18.35(4.09)
divorce 18.75(3.60) . 2~3 million 19.72(3.03)
. mcome
mzlt;zge bereavement 19.83(1.72)  6.163*** |  (won/ 3~4 million 2017342)  3.926**
th
separation 16.57(3.90) month) 4~5 million 20.10(3.00)
living with partner  19.86(1.77) 5~6 million 20.69(2.90)
unmarried 18.71(4.04) over 6 million 20.12(3.47)
less than 5 years  19.46(3.47) living with N 18.18(5.23) —
59 years 20.64(3.31) family Y 19.96(3.30) '
marige 10~19 years 20.05(3.02) J1gpe | cconomic N 20.19(3.39) B
period 20~29years 20.73(2.63) problem Y 18.90(3.20)
, N 20.18(3.18)
over 30 years  19.38(3.49) matal . ooy 0
#p<.05, *Fp<01, ***p<.001
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[Table 7] Value share according to general characteristics

(n=548)
variable categories M(SD) F variable categories M(SD) F
first marriage 3342(576) o . N 28 91(8 00)
- living with . : 7951 %+
second marriage 32.50(5.32) family :
Y 32.70(6.09)
divorce 30.75(5.52)
marriage ok . N 33.28(6.16
state bereavement 33.00(6.20)  4.675 ecrcz)r;ci::;c (6.16) 20 681+
separation 28.29(7.30) P Y 3048(5.77)
living with partner 32.71(2.98) man't.a] N 33.12(5.83) 169054+
unmarried 30.24(7.03) conflict Y 27.44(6.71)
less than 1 million 28.67(9.21) N 32.77(6.10)
nflict with
12 million 30.55(6.61) ot i low 10.894*
Y 29.45(6.35)
A 23 million 32.27(6.24)
income
(won/ 3~4 million 32.80(6.26)  2.809* |conflict with N 32.86(6.21) 605355
month) . children :
4~5 million 33.08(5.66) Y 31.10(5.84)
5~6 million 34.08(5.45) conflict N 32.65(6.20)
within 4.402%
over 6 million 32.68(6.11) children Y 30.00(5.11)

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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