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The Resonance Between Early Probability Theory
and Enlightenment Thought, and the Zeitgeist of the Al-Era
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Abstract

This paper identifies probabilistic thinking-born from human finitude and uncertainty-as the fundamental
grammar underlying contemporary artificial intelligence technology. It examines the early probabilists and
their works who contributed to the emergence of this probabilistic mode of thought. This examination will
constitute a meaningful retrospective on significant moments in the birth of humanity as a probabilistic
thinker, namely Homo Probabilis. While noting that the Enlightenment was the spirit of the age during
which probability theory emerged and flourished, this paper attends to the resonance between early
probabilistic thought and Enlightenment philosophy. It traces how the reasoning of early probabilists carried
implications for the politico-social discussions of their time. Rather than merely surveying this resonance
between early probability theory and Enlightenment thought, this paper proposes that the intellectual
community must collectively seek answers to the question: What is the spirit that permeates the depths of
this age, marked by artificial intelligence and related technologies, and what should that spirit be?
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2. 38 ZZHMUE|A(Homo Probabilis)?| EHY
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