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A Study on the First-Person Narrative
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the first-person narrative structure and narrative characteristics of the
Dailytoon genre on Naver Webtoon, in order to examine how Dailytoons construct emotional narratives and
produce social meanings. According to the Webtoon Industry Survey Report, the ‘daily life’ genre has
emerged as one of the most preferred fields for future planning and production among both creators and
companies, and the number of serialized works within this genre continues to grow. Based on this trend,
the study selected 34 Dailytoons that were either ongoing or completed in 2025 and conducted a qualitative
textual analysis focusing on narrative perspective, content, and modes of self-representation by the authors.
The analysis revealed that approximately 94% of the examined works employed a first-person point of
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A Study on the First-Person Narrative Characteristics of the Dailytoon

view, wherein the author simultaneously serves as both narrator and protagonist, thereby constructing a
self-representational narrative structure. The first-person narrative in Dailytoons extends beyond mere

autobiographical documentation, expressing the author's emotions, occupational identity, and humor through

self-reflective irony.

It mediates empathy between the author and readers while transforming private

experiences into shared affective narratives. Ultimately, this study identifies Dailytoons as a distinctive form

of digital affective narrative that converts individual experiences into collective emotions. By revealing how

the first-person narrative operates as a core mechanism of emotional authenticity and social resonance, this
research provides a theoretical foundation for future studies on self-narrative structures and the industrial

expansion of webtoon storytelling.

Keyword : Dailytoon, first-person point of view, first-person narrative, webtoon
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[Fig. 1]Genre Classification Screen of ‘Dailytoon’ on Naver Webtoon
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[Table 1] Naver Webtoon's ‘Dailytoon’ list (as of November 2025)
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