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An Analysis of the Mediating Effect of Satisfaction on
the Impact of the Usefulness of

Design Fairs on the Selection of Design Sub-majors
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of the usefulness of design fairs on the selection of design
sub-majors and to empirically verify the mediating effect of satisfaction in this relationship. Design fairs
function as educational environments that provide learning and aesthetic experiences, playing a crucial role
in students' major selection processes. While previous research confirmed that the usefulness and satisfaction
of design fair experiences influence students' confidence in major selection, it failed to specifically verify
the mediating role of satisfaction. Therefore, this study systematically analyzed the mediating effect using
hierarchical regression analysis. The research subjects were 44 first-year students from the Department of
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Digital Contents Design at O University located in southern Gyeonggi Province, and a survey was

conducted based on their participation in the 2024 Seoul Design Festival. The analysis results showed that

both learning utility (3=0.436, p<.05) and aesthetic utility (3=0.480, p<.001) had significant positive effects

on satisfaction, and aesthetic utility (3=0.560, p<.05) had a direct impact on major selection helpfulness.

The mediation analysis revealed that satisfaction played a partial mediating role in the relationship between

aesthetic utility and major selection helpfulness (3

.560—.484, p<.05). This study provides theoretical and

practical foundations for improving the quality of design education and career guidance programs by

identifying the structural relationships within design fair experiences.

Keyword : Design Exhibition, Major Selection, Mediating Effect, Leaming Utility, Aesthetic Utility, Satisfaction
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[Table 1] Characteristics of Key Variables
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[Table 2] Correlations Among Key Variables
CixtletEs| |84 CIxtoletats] HEE HEMYES
CIRpoIEEr e R84 1
CIxfoletes) B e 75 1
HSHEHES B71%% 7 1

[E 3] D70t 2M
[Table 3] Results of Mediation Analysis

&8s | SEHEs B S.E. B t p F R2 (adjR2)
(A=) 0.624 0.306 2.036* 048

HEE | EEH 0.409 0.123 0436 | 3.339%* 002 | 64.646%%* | 759 (747)
FApSES 0.465 0.126 0.480 | 3.683%** | <001

S (A=) 0.335 0.494 0.678 502
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THH 0.631 0.203 0.560 | 3.100%* .003
(A=) 0.221 0.522 0423 675
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== THH 0.546 0.236 0484 | 2311* 026 129285 1 344 (510)
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