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A study on the Expression of Cover Illustrations of Children's
Picture Books Ranked among the Top 20 Online Bestseller in
the Chinese Market

M7top, Aglehs

Jia-Yi Zheng', Hee-Hyun Kim®**

2 9

r|r

Qg2 ofzlojo] N3t WK 2 oot YUck £ SiPE Of2lo] A EX| AejAsHolk
cixelol o0l el #792 % Offiolg I8 ARGl Loins 2 Cjols] 4e i
HIA| 81 20| SX0|Ct Gipo] W9l 204l A F3 2elol £ T SUZUN OEEA
HIAEM2{3-6M 72h 49 209I] 0210 I8 EX| OD[X|7H FAOICk Y7 WS of2i0] 1
28 x| EA0| 71 8% U YAEO| kx| B WD stolaje] YB2o| 74X ofs 52
0|22 F4o= 1M HAS T4 SV} YPAE HE ¥ O2 BRsin YEAY| ofs 3

|'l=I I:tl |:|I'IJ

L ==
2 0|28 6| YAAEE SAC 67 Ano] 12H 1gY 5K YAAE 2y oY 5 S
Agd I R0 1 BRI deiie md Wy B Jlen BHg MSY0 JHE s b

KA(3AC Sholelel BEelol i B2 O[Z0] W28 ofzio| 12 HX) YeAEL i
0 SHdtn -B2izol ABBE Bero| 158, Lol x| 2aAE HS Tafsol ol 4
o), ‘Cietael Bere SN0l o ) Mebo] Euere o7t B9Irt ofglo] 12 EX| Y
PlaE0| Tiolot S 0|0 SXo AT 2SS KT Sk T 24 23, B2 2%

e 2ojokR R CHfze EHo| SHS FO{0F Sif.
A0 Of2Io| I, YHAERO|E CIXIRL BA| LRI, Ole S4%

Abstract

Picture books hold great significance for children's growth and education. The purpose of this study is
to explore the importance of the illustration design on the covers of children's picture books and to propose
the direction of illustration expression and design for book covers targeting children in the future. The
scope of this research mainly focuses on the cover images of the top 20 children's picture books (for the 3
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- 6 years old age group) among the best - selling children's books on Chinese online book - selling
platforms in the first half of 2024. The research method classifies picture book covers into ‘image types’
and ‘illustration expression methods’ based on two types of images on children's picture book covers, four
illustration expression methods, and Heinrich Wolfflin's five art style theories. Illustrations are then analyzed
through Wolfflin's art style theories. According to the research results, among the image types of picture
book cover illustrations, the ‘content - oriented picture’ type is the most common. Among the illustration
expression methods, the ‘technical’ expression accounts for the highest proportion. Based on Heinrich
Wolfflin's art style theories, the illustrations on children's picture book covers are dominated by the
‘conversational’ style. The usage of ‘spatial perception’ is 1.5 times that of ‘flatness’. The proportion of
‘open - type’ cover illustrations is nearly four times that of ‘closed - type’ ones. The expression of
‘diversity’ is nine times that of ‘unity’, and the expression of ‘absolute clarity’ is slightly higher. To
enhance the fun and charm of children's picture book cover illustrations and stimulate readers' imagination
and engagement, emphasis should be placed on the combination of multiple elements, spatial perception, an
open layout, and diverse expressions.

Keyword : children's picture book, illustration design, cover design, stylistics of art
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[Table 1] The image types and expression methods of book covers
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[Table 3] An illustration of a book cover
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